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It enables friction-free insertion and
removal of the denture. In the locked
setting the detachable denture section is
fixed securely using a swinging hinge.

The advantage of the bolt or key slide
prosthesis is the pressure-less attachment,
similar to an interlock, of the prosthesis to
the pillar teeth. These are consequently
not exposed to damaging forces during
the insertion and removal of the
prosthesis. 

The disadvantage is the elaborate
construction and the frequent steric
problems for the placement of the bolt.
Additionally, the bolt requires considerable
manual dexterity on behalf of the patient!

Conclusion
This article provides an overview of a
wide variety of European answers to
providing cost-effective and aesthetic
solutions for patients using precision
connecting elements. They bridge the gap
between conventional dentures and pure
implant solutions and give the dental
practitioner a wider toolkit to match
individual circumstances, taking into
account not only the physical oral
environment of each patient but also their
financial and aesthetic aspirations. 

About Ulrich Heker 

Ulrich is the owner-manager of Ulrich
Heker Dental Laboratory, founded in 1996
with the strap line ‘TEETH ‘R’ US’. As a
qualified master craftsman (German
Master Dental Technician) since 1991, he
has over 26 years’ experience both at the
bench and in running a successful
business. Ulrich lives in Mülheim on the
river Ruhr and is an accomplished
‘western-style’ rider in his spare time.
Ulrich is fluent in English and can easily
be contacted at:

■ Ulrich Heker
D-45130 Essen Corneliastr. 17, 
Tel: +49201 797 955,
www.german-smile.info,
Ulrich@Teethrus.de

The author – Ulrich Heker

‘Excellence is the result of
always striving to do better’

– Pat Riley

Fig. 6: Groove-shoulder
attachment

Each type of precision connecting
element – telescopic, attachments, bars
and bolts or key slides – has its own
unique features in preparation and
application. It is my intention to consider
these in more detail individually in future
articles if the reader is interested.

The manufacture of a perfect prosthesis,
one that is not perceived as a foreign
body in the mouth by the patient,
requires great mechanical skill from a
dentist and dental technician. Only the
close interaction by both specialists
delivers the desired result for the patient.
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